September 2010

Fabric artist commission – Bradford Urban Garden - Backdrop


Backdrop

Fabric wishes to commission an artist to create a piece of work which creates a ‘backdrop’ to the performance area on the Bradford Urban Garden (BUG). This space will provide a site for events and activities over the coming years including live music, theatre, dance and other similar art forms.  The site hoardings behind this space, as illustrated in the following photograph, measure 2.4 metres high and up to 35 metres in length.
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The commissioned work does not need to cover the entire length of this section of the hoardings but should cover a significant proportion of it.  The hoardings are constructed from plywood and have been painted green.  They also experienced some minor damage caused by the recent static protest that took place on the site.  Artists are advised to examine the hoardings before submitting their proposal to assess any impact that the condition of the hoardings and their painted surface might have on their intended project.



Proposals

Artists should submit proposals for a piece of art to be either created or installed on the hoardings which address some or all of the following:



The site itself, its history and location

The surrounding landscape including the buildings that overlook it

The Bradford Urban Garden as a ‘temporary’ use of the site

Bradford people and their relationship with the site and the city centre

The potential for the arts and cultural activities to bring people together

The future uses of this site both in the short and long-term

The site as a garden and people’s experience of and use of it

The kind of events and activities that people might want to see taking place in front of the ‘backdrop’



Proposals should be no more than four sides of A4 but can be accompanied by materials which illustrate examples of the artist’s work, the approach they would intend to take, ideas for designs, images and materials to be used.  If the proposed work is to be created off site the proposal should include details of how the work will be fixed to the hoardings.



All proposals should contain images describing the proposed idea and details of relevant work which demonstrates their ability to execute this project. Fabric would welcome proposals from artists that involve others in the design and creation of the finished work though this is not a requirement.  Where this is the case however, the proposal should summarise who else would be involved and what their role might be.



Budget

The total budget for this commission is £2,500 inclusive of VAT, preparation, materials and any other expenses.  If the proposal involves the preparation of work off site then any transport costs and the cost of fixing the work to the hoardings should be included in this budget. 



Timescale



15th September                    Commission announced



24th September                    Closing date for proposals



27th September                    Artist selection and commissioning



1st October                            Successful proposal announced



Please send your proposal by 5pm on Friday 24th September to:



Fabric, The Design Exchange, 34 Peckover St, Little Germany, Bradford, BD1 5BD or by email to gideon.seymour@creativebradford.co.uk with ‘backdrop’ in the subject line.

 
